Stout

Senior Composition
Opposing Viewpoints Essay

For every paper, the class will follow the writing process as follows:

1. Topic Development

2. Conference with teacher 

3. Research

4. Drafting a thesis

5. Organizing essay ideas

6. Drafting the essay
7. Editing and peer editing (Multiple)

8. (Optional) Conference with teacher; bring a polished copy and prepared questions
9. Final Draft

TOPIC

Opposing Viewpoints
Purpose: to examine two sides of an argument and present both arguments to the reader without evidence of bias.  Be sure to dissect the internal values of each group which motivates their stance on the issue. 
More than the other research papers, this one is informational in its focus, not argumentative.  You are addressing complex, sometimes emotional issues, but with an objective style and voice.  You will demonstrate an ability to write clearly and articulately on a controversial issue so that the reader can make informed decisions on their own stance; they should also feel that their own viewpoint is being challenged by your reasoning, whichever side they may support initially. 
Consider topics for which each opposing side is supported and understood by a large percentage of the population.  A topic such as “racism against minorities”, for example, is too clearly one-sided in the justification of which is correct.  Also, avoid disputes over facts and why/whether something happened or whether two groups disagree on whether or not something is true (i.e. whether violent games influence youth or not). 

PAPER LENGTH

4-6 pages assessed on the 6 point Parkway Rubric.  Worth 100 points. 

RESEARCH

3-5 sources required using MLA format.

ORGANIZATION

The first 1-2 paragraphs should frame the text.  Following this, all paragraphs should flow logically through the arguments using “part to part” structure.  
SAMPLE PAPERS

It is suggested that Chapter 5 on Opposing Viewpoints in the St. Martin’s Guide be read in its entirety.  However, only sections of the text are mandatory and will be discussed in class.  
Sample Topics: 

Abstinence education vs. birth control (opposing attitudes on sexuality) 

USA's role as a "global police" and whether to get involved in foreign conflicts 

Whether to invest in the fight against global warming (or other ecological concerns)  

Opposing views on child-rearing 

Love of sports vs. love of the arts (or other seemingly polarized interest areas; try to lock these ideas down to something concrete e.g. school or community funding of sports/arts)

Technophiles vs. technophobes 

Gun control 

Nationalism vs. internationalism 

Socialism vs. capitalism 

Incarceration vs. rehabilitation of criminals of a particular crime (e.g. drug addiction) 

Traditional vs. alternative medicine 

Assisted suicide by a physician: sanctity vs. quality of life 

Legalizing prostitution (freedom of choice vs. moral preservation) 

Cover/tribute bands vs. original bands 

Traditional vs. modern art forms; or modern entertainment vs. classic art forms 

Participation trophies for kids

Proposed Outline Topics
The Issue
Clarifying key words regarding the issue

Analogy, scenario, or example displaying the conflict
Its history
Its value and importance
Overall positions of the debaters

The Opposing Positions (these components may be arranged and interwoven as most appropriate to your topic)
Describe the first major opposing position

Attempt to resolve or find common ground

Attempt to refute (question, discredit, attack) the arguments of each side
Propose a possible solution or action to resolve or compromise the conflict
Causes or consequences of choices and conflicts

Facts and statistics

Reference to specific research study

Personal observations and anecdotes

How the conflict appears in light of the following areas: moral/ethical/religious, legal, U.S. cultural ideals, concern for the public good

What is gained and lost by taking one side versus another

Broad cultural or political agendas surrounding each side

General attitudes of each side of the debate

